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The Prayer Quilt Ministry —August, 2008

President’s Message:

August is here and I can feel the energy
shifting to the start of school. (August 18" for
us!) This is also the month of the San Diego Quilt
Show. Prayers & Squares chapters will be
staffing a booth this year that was donated to us
and we will be selling The Giving Quilt to help
pay for conference expenses. We are very excited
to have a presence at the show and talk about this
organization to everyone who stops by! We
always have “chapter boards” up for the different
chapters that are working, samples of prayer
squares and prayer quilts as well as our book to
sell this year. If you are in the area, the show is
August 28".30™. If you are a local chapter that
would like to help out, contact Carolyn Ketterer,
VP of P&S and she will schedule you!
cmkett@cox.net

SAN DIEGO QUILT SHOW

www.sandiegoquiltshow.com

Remember one of our newest chapters at
Hill Haven Hospital in Rochester, New York?
Rev. Nancy Travers sent us this note about the
first meeting she was blessed to have: We had
our first meeting today at the nursing home.

30 folks plus some volunteers came to check
out what this new group is all about. | wish you
could have seen the interaction. A person with
only one functioning hand team-tied a knot and
then offered up their heart-felt prayer. Another
person who is blind buddied up with someone
who tied the knot and then he put his hand
over the knot and prayed. It definitely
confirmed that the motto for Prayers & Squares
says it all!
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It's Not About The Prayers...
So having read that last note, here is another
great story confirming the motto, “It’s not about the quilt,
it’s all about the prayers”. This is from Sunni
Winkler, Chapter 787, Wesley UMC, Vienna, VA.:

“I first learned about this program from Daisy
Sulyk, Coordinator of the Prayer Quilt Ministry at
St. Andrew by-the-Sea UMC, Hilton Head Island,
SC. St. Andrew is my "winter home"

church. (Chapter 68) I had requested several quilts
through Daisy when it suddenly struck me that we
needed to have this ministry in our church in VA!
But.............. Idon't sew!!

Well, I thought, I'll offer to run the administrative
side of things, surely there are enough ladies in our
church who do sew that we can get a chapter
started! Then I thought--but how can you ask
others to do something you haven't tried to do
yourself? So, I made a quilt. I had some fabric that
had been donated, but none of the pieces were large
enough to make a front or a back. One piece,
though, "spoke" to me--it was a piece about 30 x 30,
white with large flowers in various shades of blue--
dahlias, roses, tulips, etc. At the fabric store, 1
found a nicely patterned fabric that would do nicely
as a complementary border (my expert quilting
friend tells me I chose the hardest way to go for my
first quilt), and I got the top to the right size of 45 x
60. I had some white cotton that would work for the
backing. Eventually I got it put together, and now
for the finishing of the edges--1 didn't know how to
do a "regular binding" so I decided I could just turn
it all under like a hem and stitch it -- you can
imagine what a mess that was! Well, I thought, this
can be a show-and-tell of what not to do! But that
quilt kept "picking" at my brain. Eventually I undid
my "hemming" and bound the quilt with commercial
quilt binding--worked nicely, but the fabric had not
been pulled taut enough when it was first stitched
together so I had some loose areas. Never mind, 1
said to myself, it's a better show-and-tell now.
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Then my friend, Bobbi, called me from California,
telling me how frightened she was about her
upcoming open-heart surgery (valve replacement).
1 immediately asked her if she would like a prayer
quilt, planning to request one once again from St.
Andrew. She had never heard of a prayer quilt, so 1
told her, and she cried; "Oh, Sunni,” she said, "I
never thought anyone would pray for me, especially
people who don't even know me!" Then I cried. To
try to lighten the situation, I laughingly told her
about my first attempt at making a quilt. She said
"l don't want a quilt from St. Andrew--1 want your
quilt.”

"But, Bobbi," I said, "it's so full of imperfections
and flaws."”

"Well," Bobbi replied, "so am I!"

and so my blue/white quilt has gone to California.
Bobbie reports that she took a nap under the quilt
very shortly after it arrived and she could literally
feel strength from that quilt. It went with her to the
hospital. She had the open heart surgery and then
immediately had to go back into surgery for a
second "fix". Yet she came home after 5 days. She
has already been taking walks, only 10 days after
surgery. She sleeps with the quilt as a regular thing
now. She has felt the power of prayer. And so have
1--1 have now made 10 more quilts and I get better
with each one. I still "don't sew", but I do make
prayer quilts! (Thanks for the great story, Sunni!)
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Getting Down To Business...

You may have seen last month that there are a
number of chapters celebrating their 10 year
anniversary! We now have chapters in 7 countries
outside of the U.S. and the only states that do not
have chapters are Alaska, Delaware and Nebraska.
We are covering the world in prayer!

So now is the time to increase our fees to cover
new and wonderful adventures in our future. As of
Sept. 1, 2008, it will cost a one time fee of $50 to
become a member of this organization. We will also
start including a copy of The Giving Quilt in every
New Member packet.

We will also be selling our new P&S logo pins,
our devotional book, “Under a Blanket of Love”
(written entirely by P&S members), The Giving
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Quilt, ( also written by P&S members) lanyards
and tote bags with our logo on them.
We are setting up the system right now and will
unveil it at the beginning of September.

We are very excited about this and think you
will love all that we have to offer!

I am closing the newsletter this month with a great story
that started with a prayer request that came to me online-
notice I did not say “quilt request”.

1 (Kathy) received an e-mail from someone named
Stephanie in Texas about a boy named Clayton Smith
who had suffered a severe head injury in a fall and was
in a medically induced coma. The doctors did not have
much hope for recovery but the family and friends
started a 24-hour prayer vigil and sent prayer requests
across the web with a link to the newspaper story about
him.

I noticed that the hospital was in Beaumont, TX
where we have Chapter 669 with Carolyn Coleman and
her great gals at North End Baptist Church. I sent her an
e-mail asking her to contact Clayton’s family to see if
they would like a prayer quilt and our Texas Board
Member, Nikki Mundt also gave her a call.

Carolyn was able to get in touch with a family
member of Clayton’s, tie and pray over Clayton’s quilt
with her group and have the quilt picked up the next day
by the grandmother in time for Clayton to be transferred
to a hospital in Houston. All this in 2 days! The really
good news is that Clayton was able to come off of the
ventilator and breathe on his own. At last report, they
were waiting for him to come out of the coma for further
evaluation. Please keep Clayton and his family in your
prayers! Clearly, God has a plan for him!
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Have a wonderful rest of the summer and let us know
if there is anything we can do for you!
- Kathy Cueva (and the whole Board of Directors)
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