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President M essage:

As I am writing this, the gals in Georgia are
getting ready for a Saturday of worship and
workshops and getting to know each other! How
fun is that! Our prayers are with Nettie Wilson and
Hopewell UM C in Tyrone, Georgia, for the
conference to be Spirit-filled and friendship
building! We will be sure to share stories and
pictures next month! And God bless Mary
Grandgeorge at Ebenezer UMC in Stafford,
Virginia! She has already contacted Nettie for info
on how to plan one in Virginia. We’re excited and
we’re here to help!
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Anna@ Blessing Quilts:

I am sure you have heard me say how the best
part of my job as President is the stories you send
us. Well, as our Board Member Corie Carroll says,
“HANKY ALERT!”. Here is an amazing letter we
got recently from Lisa Williams at Middletown
Baptist Church, Chapter #677, Middletown, MO.

Dear Fellow Prayer Quilters,

We celebrated our 1 year anniversary on 9/9/08 of
our Prayer Quilt Ministry. The response has
been tremendous from the community. We, here at
Middletown Baptist Church, feel blessed to have helped
some many people in their time of crisis. To date we
have given 112 prayer quilts! There are 15+ ladies and
men who give of their time and talents to produce these
beautiful quilts. | would like to share with you the story
of how we began this ministry.

My husband & | were introduced to Prayer and
Sguares through a fellow Prayers and Squares member,
Ramonda Wilson of Salem Illinois. We were intrigued
and decided this was definitely a project for us to
introduce to our church. Several weeks went by without
another thought of it. It was put on the back burner.

One Thursday evening my husband shared with
me that | needed to have a quilt done for Sunday. Of

course my response was as you would imagine O can®
get onedone in 2 days! He agreed to help me and we
tried to figured out what to do. | prayed for direction
since | was Gvinging itOand the Lord impressed upon
me the need to just get it done. | now felt the same
urgency my husband felt. We completed it late Saturday
night. There were plenty of flaws but it was completed
and ready to be presented. We had already decided it
would be given to our dear friend Anna Hagemier. She
had been the church treasurer GoreverCand a beautiful
caring soul. She had been struggling with painful
kidney dialysis three times a week.

At the end of that Sunday morning service on 9/9, my
husband explained the prayer quilt ministry and its
significance in giving strength to Anna through prayer.
The quilt was displayed on the altar. The congregation
flooded to the altar to pray and tie a knot. There wasn®
a dry eyein the sanctuary. Many filed past Anna as she
sat in the pew and offered their love and admiration for
her. She was speechless. He then called Anna up, sat
her in a chair at the altar, draped the quilt over her and
prayed for God to heal her. The whole service was
spirit filled and a true blessing for each of us. Anna
expressed how she now looked forward to Tuesday®
dialysis since she had her prayers to cover her. She
loved her lopsided imperfect quilt.

Sadly, Tuesday morning 9/11, at approximately 6am
on the way to dialysis, Anna took her last breath
covered with her prayer quilt. God does answer prayers.
Although we had prayed for a physical healing, God
provided the ultimate healing for Anna. She was buried
with her prayer quilt clutched in her hands and draped
over her.

The newspaper coverage of that Sunday morning
celebration service honoring Anna ironically appeared
in the local paper on the day she passed. We became
painfully aware that Anna was the reason for the
urgency God had placed on us to get busy with the quilt
ministry. A lesson learned was to listen when God
speaks. He directs our paths. We have named our quilt
ministry Anna@® Blessing Quilts in honor of a saint the
we were all blessed to to know and love, Anna Bernice
Querling(Hagemier).

Anna's family designated her Memorial Fund to go
to the Quilt ministry which got us started with supplies.
Since then the community has supplied us with
donations of fabrics, thread, batting, yarn, etc. We have
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also received cash donations from the community to use
as needed. We look forward to another year of reaching
out to those in need. We have found the old saying to be
true "the Blessing is in the Giving".

Hereisa picture of Annareceiving her quilt:

Another Anniversary Celebration:

Bobbie Davis from Chapter 163, University
Lutheran Church, in East Lansing, M1, sent us a
report that celebrates the 5 years they have been a
chapter. Let me just give you a glimpse of what
they are doing: They have delivered over 460
prayer quilts since they started, they have
committed to making a Quilt of Valor
(www.govf.org) for a wounded American veteran
from the Iraq or Afghanistan conflict each month.
They sold angels made from hymnals, baskets from
scraps and bags of beans to raise funds. They also
applied for and received a $700 grant from Thrivent
for Lutherans to purchase another sewing machine
and sturdy rack for hanging quilts. And to celebrate
their anniversary, they are taking a recent donation
of flannel and fleece and inviting the congregation
to help them make blankets for displaced children at
“Haven House”. Need more info on these ideas?
Bobbie would love to hear from you at
bobbie@acd.net.
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Welcome our new chapters!

We have welcomed 11 new chapters this October! 2
in Texas, 2 in Georgia, 1 in California, New York,
Alabama, Pennsylvania, New Mexico, North
Carolina, and Colorado. We still do not have
chapters in Nebraska, Alaska and Delaware. Keep
your eye on the Chapter List on the website to see if
you can mentor a new chapter near you!
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Closing Devetion:

We are so richly blessed in the time, treasures and
talents devoted to this ministry. Here is a prayer
from our book, “Under a Blanket of Love” written
by Sally Dewey, Chapter 321, Long Sault, Ontario,
Canada.

Bless our Hands that they be steady,

Bless our fingers that they be nimble,

Bless our seams that theybe straight,

Bless our hearts that theybe patiert,

Bless the friendships webuild as wedo Yaur work,

Bless all those for whomwe work this day and all
days

Amen.
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Please take the time to share this newsletter with
your chapter members and keep each and every
member of this ministry throughout the world in
your prayers. We are blessed to be a blessing!
Kathy Cueva Preddent



